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LITERARY NOTES. 

In his Social Elements (New York : Charles Scribner's Sons ; $1.50 
net) Professor Charles R. Henderson has produced an exceedingly 
serviceable volume introductory to the study of sociology. In it he dis- 
cusses the various factors in social life, laying special emphasis upon the 
psychological side of society, yet it is all done so clearly and so con- 
cretely that the unprofessional reader for whom it is intended will 
an admirable idea of the entire field which sociology covers, together 
with a clear presentation of the problems and forces of social reform. 
A somewhat unusual feature of the book is its generous quotation 
from literature, especially poetry. 

Dodd, Mead & Co. have published a collection of short essays 
which originally appeared in the Sunday Magazine, under the title 
In Answer to Prayer ($0.75). Among the contributors are Hugh Price 
Hughes, Dr. J. Clifford, Dr. Theodore Cuyler, Dr. R. F. Horton. Dr. 
John Watson also contributes a short paper, which, however, does not 
bear upon the subject of the title directly. As the volume is said to 
be by " Ian Maclaren " and others, it is to be regretted that this is 
the case. The volume as a whole is of no special scientific value. It 
is interesting, and will doubtless serve to confirm the faith of those 
who already believe in the answer to prayer. Its great merit is its 
soberness, and its avoidance of "answers" which are palpably merely 
coincidences. 

In Javan Ben Seir, a Story of Olden Israel, by Walker Kennedy 
(New York: F. A. Stokes Co.; pp. 291), another biblical novel is 
offered to the public. The scene is laid in the stirring period of the 
Disruption, and deals with the love affairs of a maid and soldier of 
Shiloh. To our mind the justification of a historical novel consists 
in its throwing light on the life and thought of the times in which it is 
laid. Mr. Kennedy is quite unfitted to do anything of this sort, as he 
seems to know nothing beyond the most ordinary facts of the history. 
Crude anachronisms disfigure his presentation, which makes an attempt 
at "orientalism" by the employment of the language of the English 
Bible. The love-making is quite correct and in the most approved 
modern fashion. 

Little, Brown & Co., Boston, have published the fourth volume 
of the English translation of Harnack's History of Dogma by Neil 
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Buchanan, completing the second volume of the original. The editor 
of the series in which it appears, Professor Bruce, states that three 
volumes will be required for the translation of Harnack's third 
volume. The present volume covers the exceedingly interesting period 
of the early councils and the great heresies of the early church. 
Specially to be noticed is its presentation of Harnack's well-known 
views as to the relations of the Lord's Supper to the mysteries. The 
translation of the work seems to improve as the translator becomes 
more acquainted with the author's style, and in the present volume, 
although dealing with intensely difficult matters, is clear and idiomatic. 

B. Herder, St. Louis, Mo., publishes a commentary upon the 
gospel according to St. Matthew, by Rev. A. J. Maas, S.J., professor 
in Woodstock College, Maryland. The volume is marked by frequent 
citations from the Fathers, whose opinions have been grouped in the 
extensive footnotes which constitute the commentary. The introduc- 
tion prefixed to the gospel is also well filled with references to litera- 
ture, but it does not at all discuss the relations of Matthew to the 
other synoptists. In discussing the authenticity of the gospel, the 
author has used the passages in patristic literature, and holds that 
the first gospel is to be identified with the Hebrew gospel of St. Matthew. 
The present Greek translation, he holds, must have been made in the 
apostolic age, but probably by a person of high authority. Some 
attempt is also made at textual criticism. The volume, as a whole, is 
marked by great learning, although we cannot agree with its point of 
view and its indifference to modern investigations. (Pp. 318, large 8vo; 
cloth, $3.50 net.) 



